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 Date:  Friday, March 17, 7:30 PM. (OR, arrive at 7:00 to 
first view the Bradbury wallpapers beautifully installed at 
1263 Magnolia Ave, in the home of Tanya Hohn) 
 
Program Location: 1262 Magnolia Ave., San Jose (off The 
Alameda), home of Dan and Kristen Strellis.  Phone (408) 
410-3528/ 499-0969 
 
Speaker:  Steve Bauer, new owner of Bradbury and 
Bradbury Wallpapers. 
 
Join us on St. Patrick's Day as we welcome the new owner 
of Bradbury &  Bradbury, enjoy some special St. Pat's 
treats, and visit two Victorian homes in San Jose (one is 
finished with B &  B wall coverings, the other is a newly-
remodeled Òtreasure in progressÓ).  
 
Strellis Home Information:  Dan and Kristen purchased 
their 1891 Victorian in September 2003, and have been in 
an expansion and remodeling mode for the past 10 
months.  The home was built by Z.O. Field in an area that 
was formerly part of El Rancho de Los Coches.  It  was 
first purchased by  William Bronstrup (a conductor for 
SJ& SCERR) before the area became part of San Jose.  The 
sale price was $1500.  One of the later occupants was Dr. 
Chas. Hertel, one of the first two graduates to receive an 
MD degree west of the Mississippi.   
This home has been meticulously researched by Kristen's 
mother, Jane Guinther (also a VPA member).  The 
research binder, which includes information on various 
individuals, as well as the surrounding area, will be 
available for viewing at this event. 
 
Speaker Information:  Steve Bauer began working as a 
draftsman for Bruce Bradbury in 1982, providing 
wallpaper designs and custom layouts.  "Period design" 
was always a hobby of Steve's, and he had hoped to go into 
architecture. Steve moved to southern California from 
Indiana when he was 10.  At one time, he and his wife 
owned a 1925 Colonial Revival apartment house, selling it 

Bradbury & Bradbury 
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to buy a larger house that would accommodate their two 
children.  They now live in another period house, a 1961 
ranch style home in Sacramento.  Steve has widened 
B& B's wallpaper collection to post war periods.  Believing 
that people are beginning to appreciate the vintage of later 
years' homes, his collection will be for homes from 1860 to 
1960. 
His purpose in coming to our meeting is to not only show 
us what's new (they just released a set of art deco papers) 
and what's happening with the company, but he'd like to 
hear from us.  He wants to know what people want, where 
there are holes in the collection, etc.  So the meeting will 
be a two-way sharing of information. 
 
Remember to arrive early to view the ÒBradbury &  
BradburyÓ home across the street from our meeting 
location. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  Dan and Kristen have requested 
that visitors remove their shoes when entering their home 
(so wear decent socks!) 
 
Faith and begorra, ..aye, we do look forward to seein' you 
on St. Paddy's Day! 
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The President’s Column 
by Greg Winslow 

Remember that good weather we had about 3-4 weeks ago?  The 
good weather that we had before all the rain and the cold 
reappeared? I sometimes think of it as the "false spring."   It was 
on one of those Saturday mornings of false spring when I came 
home after doing the Saturday morning grocery shopping and I 
told Liz---let's "DO SOMETHING!" So, we ate a quick lunch 
and... well... San Francisco was too far.   Alum Rock Park, yes, 
nice, but we had just been there a few weeks before. What's close 
and yet seems like a "get away kind of place? " Liz said, 
"Guadalupe... let's walk on the new trails on the Guadalupe 
River. " Brilliant idea!   
 
Our daughter Megan (was one of many people who) worked last 
summer on the huge and very successful opening of the park.  
She even got my older brother and myself to volunteer to put up 
signs to help route people on the different trails.  The grand 
opening was a lot of fun and exciting. What is even better is that 
it is STILL AROUND!   
 
Liz and I parked across the street from the Shark Tank. We 
crossed the bridge near Henry's Hi-Life (on St. John's Street) 
and walked up the trail toward East Santa Clara Street. We 
spotted egrets immediately. The sun was shining brightly and 
warming our faces and attitudes. Ducks everywhere.  We were 
puzzled though. Last summer we walked by "Confluence Point" 
and it didn't seem to confluence where it should have. The 
Guadalupe is supposed to meet up with Los Gatos Creek, but 
where? The signs seemed misleading.  We HAD to find out. We 
kept walking and walking and stopped in at the ranger station 
right there at East Santa Clara Street and the river.  We followed 
a ramp down to the water and... hidden down on our left was 
Los Gatos Creek pouring into the Guadalupe---Eureka! 
Confluence Point!    Where we had stood on the bridge on St. 
John and looked up river to view the confluence, it was hidden 
by the massive foliage hanging over the river. We were very 
pleased to have found it. Yet another amazing sight was right 
there in front of us as we watched the two waters join--a very 
strange and different kind of bird that puzzled us.  (Of course I 
left the digital camera at home-Murphy's Law-when you need a 
camera-you don't have it!)   I tried very hard to memorize the 
creature's features.   Now we just kept walking on the path 
northward, toward the airport.  
 
What a delightful walk we had!  Nice wide pathways and blue 
skies!  We crossed Julian and noticed some old buildings on the 
right.  Later we thought we saw a Cooper's hawk.  Finally, we 
had to turn around and head back to our car.  We decided to 
stop in at the building on Coleman where the Friend's of the 
Guadalupe have their center.  We were lucky.  Though the 
building wasn't really open, there had just been a meeting there 
and we could get in.  I found a book on birds.   I just had to see 
if I could figure out what that strange bird we had just seen was 
called.  I found it!  A cormorant!  I can't remember ever seeing 
one!  Yet, I've read about them for years.  Cormorants are so 
native, so Californian, so San Jose....  
 
Guadalupe!  Right in the middle of the city!  What a gem! 
 
 

  

Thanks to House of Brass 
 
We had a great meeting in February at House of Brass in 
Campbell.  VPA especially wants to thank Phil Cushman, the 
owner of House of Brass for his hospitality and the 20% off 
discount certificates he presented to VPA members present. 
 
Newsletter going to be available via email 
 
In an effort to conserve resources, the VPA is going to offer the 
option of receiving the VPA newsletter via email. There will still 
be the hardcopy version that will be sent out via the post as it 
always has, but for folks who prefer to receive an electronic 
version, this option will be available. Simply email Mike Tierney 
at newsletter@vpa.org to request online subscription. You can 
choose to have the hard copy mailed, the electronic version, or 
both, if you prefer. Thanks in advance for saving a tree, saving 
energy, and resources! 
  
Newsletter Archives on website 
 
Clubs with histories that span over thirty years are rare and VPA 
is such a beast. It's long and rich history spans back three 
decades... a lot has happened in our illustrious past, and in an 
effort to "preserve the past" we will be archiving past newsletters 
in PDF form and making them accessible on our website. This is 
a project that will take a bit of time to complete, and weÕre still 
testing how far Òback in timeÓ we can go, but we'll let you all 
know when the Newsletter Archive is up and running. Many 
thanks to Mike Tierney and Robert Abacola for their tireless 
efforts! 
 
Docents needed for Northside Home Tour 
 
On Sunday, September 24, 2006, the Northside Neighborhood 
Association will be holding their first house tour.  Pete and 
Debbie AndersonÕs home at 265 N. 13th St. in San Jose will be 
included in this tour.  Docents are needed.  If you are available 
and would like to volunteer to be a docent, please call Debbie at 
(408) 998-5303.  (Note:   VPA will also likely have a booth at 
the tour as well to publicize our group.)  
 
 
 

Have You 
Heard  
the Latest? 

Next Newsletter 

Deadline: 

April 1  
(and that’s no April Fools) 
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Renewing Members 
 
The VPA would like to thank and recognize the following 
members for their timely and prompt renewals--you guys 
are GOLDEN! 
 
Diana Tone Adams  
Yvette and Robert Abatecola  
Liv &  Lawrence Ames  
Debbie &  Pete Anderson 
John and Paula Arnold  
Dina &  Ben Bensen  
John Rigter &  Katherine Brown 
Mary Ann &  Jim Copple 
Pat Curia 
Joe and Elizabeth DeBartolo 
Dave Hedges &  Angela Elsey 
Cindy  &  Dan Erceg  
Mike Reandeau &  Norman Finnance 
Thomas Gay 
Lorraine &  Bill Glick  
Jane and David Guinther 
Ronald &  Lynnea Hagen  
Miranda von Stockhausen &  Diana  Hardick 
Joanna &  Rudi Herz  
Kristen Motyka and Tom Hinton 
Eric Thacker and Philip Ho 
Gary Rucker &  Mike Howerton 
Jeff &  Lori Leonard 
Manuel Lima  
Cici Green &  David Martin 
John &  Gilda Messmer 
Suzanna Brooks &  Jonathan Miller 
Jackie Mullarky 
Ted Nunes  
Paulette &  Tony Ornellas 
Stephen &  Colleen Padnos  
Lynne &  Ed Richards  
Les Levitt &  Rebecca Smith  
Hullene &  Marcus Salomon  
James Williams &  Lance Shoemaker 
Walter &  Sandra Soellner 
Kristen and Dan Strellis  
Lonnie &  Bruce Swarringim  
Michael &  Lori Tierney  
Liz &  Greg Winslow  
Paul Prange and Janis Wright 
Judy Pearson &  Joel Wyrick 
Loui Tucker &  Sabine Zappe 

  

  

Miranda’s Miscellania 
by Miranda von Stockhausen 

One room at a time... the Hill House is ready! 
 
Tony has done a beautiful job on the restoration of the historic 
Hill house, and now it's time for the FUN part to begin... 
decorating! The decorating of the rooms is ready to commence. 
Ron Hagen is spearheading the effort and invites folks to 
dedicate one day to completing the first room (front bedroom) 
so that visitors will have something to view. 
  
The front room (right off the front porch) is the first in line, and 
needs paint, decor, curtains and other finishing touches.. Once 
decorated, it will house a collection of photographic equipment, 
old photographs, and Andrew P. Hill artwork. We also will have 
a small tabletop display showcasing the history of the VPA (with 
membership forms of course!). 
  
Please contact Ron Hagan ron.hagen@philips.com or call (408) 
975-9939 to volunteer and become part of the history of this 
house. 
  
Updated Programs Calendar 
 
Subject to change, below is the programs calendar for 2006 as it 

looks like right now. 
 
March 17th  7:30pm Bradbury &  Bradbury hosted by Dan 

and Kristen Strellis 
   
April 26th 7:00pm    Antiques Roadshow with Steve Yvaska from 

the SJ Mercury news, hosted by Miranda &  
Diana 

May                           Lights in the Attic- Attic restoration &  Period 
Lights, hosted by Sandra &  Walter Soellner 

June                            Croquet &  Ice Cream Social at the Hill 
House 

July                             Basements: the whole enchilada, hosted by 
Robert &  Yvette Abatecola 

August                        (no activities for August) 
Sept                            VPA Mini House Tour, hosted by various 

VPA members 
Oct                              Oakland Home tour and Ohmega Salvage 
                                        Field trip 
November              (no activities for November) 
December                VPA Member's only Holiday Party, hosted by 

the Solomons. 
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Historical Events 
 
March 8  VPA Board Meeting, LeonardsÕ home, 317 S.  
  3th St., 7:30 pm 
 
March 17 VPA March Meeting, see p. 1 for details. 
 
April 26  VPA April Meeting, Antiques Roadshow with 
  Steve Yvaska, 7pm 
 
 
 
 

 

Visit the VPA Web site at: 
http://www.vpa.org 
 
For more information on the VPA, email: 
info@vpa.org. 
 
For newsletter information, email: 
newsletter@vpa.org 

VICTORIAN 
PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION 
of Santa Clara Valley 
 
P.O. Box 586 
San Jose, CA  95106-0586 

  

About The VPA 

Members of the Victorian Preservation Association of Santa Clara 
Valley, a nonprofit organization, share an interest in the older 
buildings of our community, especially turn-of-the-century 
homes. Membership is open to anyone interested in learning 
about building and conservation techniques, architecture, 
decoration, and historic preservation. Meetings are usually held in 
membersÕ historic homes, but being an owner of one of these 
homes is not required for membership. Membership is $25 per 
year. For more information, contact the Membership Chairman 
listed below. 

Officers 
President             Greg Winslow  279-3415 
Vice-President         Ron Hagen     975-9939  
Secretary                  Mike Tierney 971-4420 
Treasurer             Diana Tone Adams 292-5883 

At Large Board 
Jeffrey Leonard  998-5008               Robert Abatecola 297-4921          
Eric Thacker 288-8778 Miranda von Stockhausen 286-5675
  

Committee Contacts 
Program Committee               
          Paula  Arnold   282-9967         Lynnea Hagen    975-9939  
Newsletter               Mike Tierney 971-4420 
Membership         Miranda von Stockhausen 286-5675 
Librarian                              Paulette Ornellas 298-1078 
Historian           Manuel Lima 286-6178 
Name Badges                   Liz Winslow279-3415  
Hill House Project                 Tony Ornellas 298-1078 
History San Jose Affiliate Rep       Diana Tone Adams  292-5883 

  

  


