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Please join us for a lively Autumn afternoon of taking Tea 
and making Victorian Ornaments. 
 
The ornaments we are making are to support and raise 
funds for the operating budget for the Andrew P. Hill 
House. We hope to participate in the Heritage Holiday 
event on Dec 6th, where the VPA will have a table at the 
crafts faire and sell the ornaments. 
 
All the supplies needed to create ornaments will be 
present, but you are welcome to bring your favorite pair of 
scissors, or scrapbooking tools to help you create works of 
art. If you have doilies, ribbon, lace or other bits n bobs 
that you would like to donate to the cause, please feel free 
to bring them (we would appreciate that). 
 
This event is free. We're asking that everyone bring a 
potluck contribution to the tea table. Tea will be in the 
English style, so think cucumber sandwiches, scones, 
lemon curd and such. 
 
Sunday, November 15th, 1:00-5:00pm 
At a private residence in San Jose* 
RSVP to Miranda at eurohaus@earthlink.net 
 
Please note: Because of materials and limited table space, 
you must RSVP for this event. This event is limited to 
approx 15 crafters, so please RSVP right away. If there is 
more interest, we may be able to accommodate more.  
*Location will be sent to you upon receipt of your RSVP. 
 
Hope you can make this fun filled afternoon! 

HILL HOUSE DOCENT MEETING 
Sat Nov 14th, 10:00am till noon, Firehouse (upstairs) 
at History Park, 1650 Senter Road, San Jose 
 
Ever wonder what it takes to be a docent? Please 
come to the Docent meeting where all this (and more) 
will be discussed. 
 
WeÕll meet in a comfortable casual atmosphere and 
learn more about the wonderful world of Docenting 
from Barbara Johnston. WeÕll also chat about the 
upcoming Docent training session, where you can 
learn all you need to know to get involved in this 
fulfilling experience.  
 
What can possibly be more rewarding than sharing the 
beautiful Hill House, and its rich history with an 
appreciative public. 
 
Please pop an email or phone call to Miranda to let us 
know you are coming(but if you find you can make it, 
but did not rsvp, no worries- please come anyway.) 
 
Hope to see many of you there!  
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The PresidentÕs Column 
by Miranda von Stockhausen 

  

Have You 
Heard  
the Latest?  

Board Elections are coming up 
 
Just a reminder to let everyone know that BOD elections are 
coming up in January. If anyone has an interest in joining the 
BOD, or would like more information about it, please feel free 
to contact Miranda. Her phone number is on the back of the 
newsletter. 
 
January Business Meeting 
 
Yep, it's that time of year... we'll be having our annual business 
meeting in January. We would like to ask that all members come 
out for this important meeting and to vote. We'll post where & 
when details in next month's newsletter. 
 
Still Trying to locate May 2007 Docent Handbook Material 
 
Sorry for the wide distribution, but the BOD is trying to locate 
the Docent handbook material that was created by Sandra 
Soellner. Sandra had transitioned the material to someone 
around May 2007. 
 
We are trying to locate this material, so if this sounds familiar to 
you. Would you be so kind as to have a look around and notify 
us if you have this. Many thanks! 
 
Holiday Craft Faires 
 
Debbie Anderson sends in this list of Holiday Craft Faires: 
 
CHRISTMAS IN THE STUDIO 2009 
  
Thursday, November 12, 4pm-9pm 
Friday, November 13, 10am-8pm 
Saturday, November 14, 10am-5pm 
The History Club of Los Gatos 
123 Los Gatos Blvd, Los Gatos CA  
 
FOR PETEÕS SAKE STUDIO 
  
Friday and Saturday, December 4 and 5 and Dec. 13 & 14 
Call for times 408.269.1210 
4188 Jarvis, San Jose CA  
 
FIRESIDE GIFT FAIRE 
  
Sunday, December 13, 11am-3pm 
First Unitarian Church 
160 N 3rd St, San Jose CA 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fall is here! 
 
This is my favorite time of the year. I think it's because this is the 
time that families and friends gather to celebrate the harvest and 
give Thanks. There's something about the leaves turning color, 
falling and hearing them skitter across the road as you drive by. I 
love the grey sky that casts a soft diffused light over the garden. 
The air carries a crispness about it that cannot be described... 
you just know fall has finally arrived.  
 
It makes me want to have a big steaming bowl of stew or split 
pea soup with a hot crusty french bread. Pumpkin bread or pie 
with the smell of cinnamon, or a lovely cup of hot steamy chai. 
All these things I love dearly... (whoa, guess  
you could be reading the "letter from the editor" of Bon Apetite 
instead of the VPA newsletter ey?) 
 
What I'm getting at, is enjoying where we are NOW. Yes right 
this very minute. You sitting in your favorite chair, or at the table 
reading this. Look out the window... what's the sky like? Breathe 
deeply- what do you smell? Look around you at your beautiful 
home. How lucky are we to have such a fashionable roof over 
our heads, and a place to lay our head at night.  
 
Because of our choice for living in vintage homes, many of us 
have a penchant for the nostalgic... and who could blame us? We 
are blessed to live in such beautifully crafted homes. And we 
love to share the stories that belong to our homes; who lived 
there, who it was built for, and all the things we have done to 
preserve and restore it. 
 
We have another house that begs for it's story to be told... the 
Hill House. Please join us at a Docent's informational meeting to 
find out more about being a docent. Heck, it's pretty easy, and 
fun too. 
 
We also have the Tea and Ornament making party this month. 
All the ornaments made will be put up for sale at the Heritage 
Holiday event at History Park. Want to help out the VPA and 
"table sit"? Read how in this edition. All the money  
raised will go directly to the Hill House operating fund. 
 
And speaking of Holidays, please save the date for our Holiday 
Party on Dec 13th which will be hosted by your's truly and her 
ever-understanding spouse. We're bringing back the world 
famous, celebrated ORNAMENT EXCHANGE (hooray!!)  
 
Yup good times are on their way, and I can't wait to celebrate 
with you all. 
 
Miranda 
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HILL HOUSE GRAND OPENING COMMITTEE 

FORMING 
 
We're putting the call out for anyone interested in participating 
in planning the Grand Opening event. A lot of the work is 
already done, that being that there has already been preliminary 
emails sent out to groups who said that they will attend. Main 
tasks will be to confirm entertainment/groups and help out at 
the event. Please contact eurohaus@earthlink.net if interested 
 

HELP MAN THE TABLE AT 
HERITAGE HOLIDAY AT HISTORY PARK 

 
Sat Dec 5th 
from 12:00 noon till 5:00pm 
at History Park  
1650 Senter Road  
San JosŽ, CA 95112  
408 287 2290 
www.historysanjose.org 
 
Spend an afternoon celebrating the holidays in old fashioned 
Victorian style. There will be crafts for sale and other activities. 
 
We are looking for a few volunteers to help Diana and Hullene 
to sit at our table and sell the ornaments and other items to raise 
money for the Hill House operating fund. It's just a few hours 
spent in the festive atmosphere of History Park. Please contact 
Miranda eurohaus@earthlink.net if interested in helping 
out. Thanks! 
 

Contributing to this issue: 
 

Miranda von Stockhausen and Debbie 
Anderson  

NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE:  
NOV. 20 

 

VPA BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 
The Oct. 7, 2009 Board Meeting of the Victorian Preservation 
Association held at the home of Marcus and Hullene Salomon 
was called to order at 7:43 by Vice President Ron Hagen.  VPA 
board members present were Greg Winslow, Mike Tierney, 
Diana Tone Adams, Marcus Salomon, Hullene Salomon, Cici 
Greene, Miranda von Stockhausen (tardy) and Ron Hagen. Also 
attending were Paulette and Tony Ornellas. 
 
TreasurerÕs Report:  Checking $9069.44, Savings $1077.62,  Hill 
House Sub-Account $598.90. 
 
Correspondence:  Various newsletters. 
 
Hill House 
 
ConstructionÑ The occupancy permit has been received!  As of 
October 9, all utilities for the house will be transferred to the 
museum. 
 
Light fixturesÑ The fixtures that the VPA ordered have finally 
been received.  Paulette proposes that the VPA buys 3 additional 
fixtures (for the front parlor, the studio and the gallery) for 
$1900.  VPA also needs to buy globes for several of the lights 
weÕve already purchased.  The light vendor has also offered to 
install all the fixtures (10 total) for $20 each.  Board voted 5-3 (1 
abstention) to purchase the fixtures and globes and authorize the 
installation of the fixtures.  Board also authorized the purchase 
of paint to finish the hallway wainscoting painting in lieu of 
anaglypta at this time. 
 
The board discussed how much club funds (outside of what the 
board has already allotted) should be spent on the Hill House.  
No consensus was reached.  Several board members felt that the 
club should spend the funds needed to open the house; others 
felt that general club funds and funds dedicated to the Hill 
House should be kept relatively separate. 
 
DŽcorÑ Ted Nunes has donated an AP Hill photo of the 1st 
state capitol in San Jose. 
 
ProgramsÑ All set for the rest of the year! 
 
Oct. 21Ñ Jane Powell at the DrechslersÕ. 
Oct. 31Ñ Haunt the Hollow at History Part, 2-5pm. 
November 15Ñ Ornament Making at MirandaÕs.  Note that the 
ornaments made this year will be sold at the MuseumÕs Holiday 
Sale on Dec. 5. 
Dec. 5Ñ MuseumÕs Holiday Fair. Diana and Paulette have 
volunteered to man the table for a few hours, but also need 
more help. 
Dec. 13Ñ Holiday Party and Miranda and DianaÕs. 
 
New BusinessÑ MikeÕs computer has died and FileMaker 
software that keeps the membership database does not run on 
the new model.  The new software version costs $300.  Mike 
asked the board to purchase the software and Mike will donate 
$100 to the VPA to help defray the cost.  Greg Winslow also 
offered $100, and the board approved the purchase. 
 
Meeting adjourned:  9:27. 
 
Next meeting will take place on Nov. 10. 
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UPCOMING HISTORICAL Events  

 
November 15 Tea and Ornament Making at MirandaÕs, 1- 
  5pm. 
 
December 4 & 5 Santa Clara Historic Home Tour.  Call (408)  
  249-7905 for more info. 
December 5 Heritage Holiday, History Park, 10am-4pm 
 
December 13 VPA Holiday Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Visit the VPA Web site at: 
http://www.vpa.org 
 
For more information on the VPA, 
email: info@vpa.org. 
 
For newsletter information, email: 
newsletter@vpa.org 

VICTORIAN 
PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION 
of Santa Clara Valley 
 
P.O. Box 586 
San Jose, CA  95106-0586 

  

About The VPA 
Members of the Victorian Preservation Association of Santa 
Clara Valley, a nonprofit organization, share an interest in the 
older buildings of our community, especially turn-of-the-
century homes. Membership is open to anyone interested in 
learning about building and conservation techniques, 
architecture, decoration, and historic preservation. Meetings are 
usually held in membersÕ historic homes, but being an owner 
of one of these homes is not required for membership. 
Membership is $25 per year. For more information, contact the 
Membership Chairman listed below. 

Officers 
President         Miranda von Stockhausen  
Vice-President         Ron Hagen     
Secretary                    Mike Tierney  
Treasurer            Diana Tone Adams  

At  Large Board 
Hullene Salomon        Greg Winslow  
Cici Green     Marcus Salomon  

 
Committee Contacts 

  Program Committee            
Marcus Salomon     Hullene Salomon  
Lorraine Glick     Debbie Anderson  
Newsletter                      Mike Tierney   
Membership                          Cici Green   
Librarian                               Paulette Ornellas  
Historian            Manuel Lima  
Name Badges                             Ron Hagen   
Hill House Project                        Tony Ornellas     
History San Jose Affiliate Rep             Diana Tone Adams   

  

  


